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More Illinois travelers boarding Amtrak
ELIZABETH ZINCHUK
Daily Egyptian

LEWIS MARIEN | DAILY EGYPTIAN

Passengers gather their belongings and board Amtrak’s northbound “Illini” train to Chicago Sunday at the Carbondale Amtrak station.
Amtrak operates six times between Chicago and Carbondale daily with three northbound trains and three southbound trains.

Amtrak Illinois does not plan on
slowing down anytime soon.
The passenger train company
carried a record 31.6 million
passengers in fiscal year 2013,
according to an Oct. 14 press
release. The release also stated
that ticket revenue increased to a
record $2.1 billion.
The Amtrak in Illinois provides
services from Chicago to St.
Louis, as well as many college
towns. When Amtrak’s fiscal year
ended Sept. 30, Illinois made
up for about 16.4 percent of its
travelers nationwide, Columbia
Broadcasting System Chicago
reported. Carbondale was named
one of the busiest Amtrak stations
in Illinois, with the ChicagoCarbondale route being at an alltime high.
Marc
Magliari,
media
spokesman for Amtrack, said
college communities bring in large
numbers for Amtrack.
“The college community is a
great part of our business and that
extends to students, faculty, and
staff,” Magliari said.
Please see AMTRAK | 03

City grant awarded to improve domestic violence response
SARAH SCHNEIDER
Daily Egyptian
In addition to helping the
victims of domestic violence, a
three-year grant from the Office
on Violence Against Women will
help the city establish a Batterers’
Intervention Program.
Carbondale has not had such
a program since 2006 and the
closest programs are at least 40
miles away, which makes it hard
for Jackson County judges to use
the classes as a legal response.
“It’s something we have needed
in the area for a while,” Cathy
McClanahan, executive director
of the Women’s Center in
Carbondale, said.
She
described
the
12week programs as centers for
accountability that explain to
batterers the cycle of violence. The
Illinois Department of Human
Services will oversee the statewide
program and additional training
will be needed for those directing
the program.
That training will be provided
through the grant.
The Carbondale City Council
will vote on an ordinance at
Tuesday’s meeting that gives the
Carbondale Police Department

‘‘I

t helped get people all the way through the legal system with affordable legal assistance.

$162,000 of the $291,000 grant
for the next fiscal year.
City Manager Kevin Baity said
the money would be given to the
Police Department, which will pay
different agencies including The
Women’s Center.
He said the city has received
the grant, titled the Grant to
Encourage Arrest Policies and
Enforcement of Protection Orders
Program, as it has been identified
as an area in need of the funds.
The proposed ordinance on the
grant states the city has received
the grant every year, but one year
since 1997 totaling nearly $2
million in funds.
McClanahan said while the
focus of this three-year grant will
be perpetrator accountability;
the last grant was for a six-year
period and was focused on getting
legal help for victims of domestic
violence.
The grant gave advocates from
the Women’s Center training

— Cathy McClanahan
executive director of the Women’s Center

on where to refer someone for
legal assistance through the SIU
Police Department and the SIU
Domestic Violence Clinic.
“It helped get people all the
way through the legal system with
affordable legal assistance,” she
said.
Through the six-year grant,
McClanahan said the county
developed consistent protocol
with domestic violence cases.
Now, advocates from the
Women’s Center will help train
Carbondale police officers and
patrol officers on strategies to
improve the response to domestic
violence with special populations.
Two areas they will work
on include response to people
with disabilities who experience
violence, and those with limited
English proficiency.
The Women’s Center employs
three Spanish-speaking advocates
and has representatives from the
women’s studies and international

women’s group on call to translate
other languages.
The Jackson County State’s
Attorney
Office
and
the
Carbondale Police Department’s
Records Management System
will also install a paperless case
management system to, “enhance
the enforcement and prosecution
of domestic violence cases and
protection orders,” according to
the proposed ordinance.
Baity said while the city has
accepted the full grant, the money
will also go to help the Jackson
County Sheriff ’s Office and will
help those outside of the city
limits.
Also at the meeting
The council will vote to
purchase radio equipment from
Roy Walker Communications
in Makanda, Ill. for the new
fire station on North Glenview
Drive. The proposed ordinance

states when Fire Station No. 2 is
completed, it will be the primary
Emergency Operations Center for
the city and will thus need to move
radio equipment from the existing
station on Oakland Avenue and
from City Hall.
“Staff has worked closely with the
city’s telecommunication vendor,
Roy Walker Communications of
Makanda, Ill., to determine the
specific communication needs of the
new Fire Station and EOC. During
this process every effort was made to
reuse, relocate, and reinstall existing
equipment and appurtenances,” the
ordinance states.
City staff has proposed the city
purchase additional services to
move the equipment for $29,445.
The city council will meet at 7
p.m. Tuesday at the Carbondale
Civic Center.
Sarah Schneider can be reached at
sschneider@dailyegyptian.com
or 536-3311 ext. 254.
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The Weather Channel® 5-day weather forecast for Carbondale
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Obama: ‘No excuse’ for website foul-ups
ANITA KUMAR
TONY PUGH
McClatchy Washington Bureau
WASHINGTON — President
Barack Obama said Monday that
he was angry and frustrated with the
failures of the federal government’s
new health care website and he vowed
to solve them as soon as possible.
Obama said a team of America’s top
private-sector tech experts was working
around the clock to fix Healthcare.gov,
though he and his staff declined to
name the companies that are involved
or to provide a deadline.
“There’s no sugarcoating it,” the
president said at a Rose Garden
event with supporters of the health
care overhaul. “It’s fair to say that
nobody is more frustrated by that
than I am. ... There’s no excuse for
the problems, and these problems are
getting fixed.”
Obama, in his first extensive
remarks since the botched Oct. 1
rollout of the insurance marketplace,
said the law that aims to provide more
comprehensive, affordable health
coverage remained a success and that
any problems stemmed from interest
that exceeded expectations. Nearly 20
million people have visited the website,
and more than half a million have
successfully submitted applications.
“The product is good,” the president
said. “The health insurance that’s being

provided is good. It’s high quality and
it’s affordable.”
The federal marketplace was
supposed to provide a one-stop site for
users in 36 states to browse, compare
and enroll in qualified health plans.
But numerous software problems
overwhelmed the site shortly after the
enrollment period for 2014 coverage
began. Some improvements have been
made, but delays and malfunctions
continue.
A new Washington Post-ABC
poll released Monday found that 56
percent of Americans say the website
problems are part of a broader problem
with the law’s implementation, while
just 40 percent see them as an isolated
incident. Recent polls generally find
that more people oppose the law than
support it.
Consumers have until March
31 to sign up for coverage. The
administration does not expect to
extend the deadline, but it appeared
to open the door Monday to the
possibility that those who were
trying to purchase insurance and had
problems with the website might be
exempted from the law’s penalty for
remaining uninsured.
Under current rules, people who buy
marketplace coverage after Feb. 15 could
be subject to fines under the individual
mandate — which requires most
Americans to have insurance or pay a
penalty — because their enrollment may

not begin in time to meet the deadline.
The administration is considering new
rules that would allow marketplace
coverage purchased after Feb. 15 to be
eligible under the mandate.
“The law is clear that if you do
not have access to affordable health
insurance, you will not be forced to pay
a penalty,” White House spokesman
Jay Carney said.
Republicans’ insistence that the
health care makeover be delayed or
defunded led to the partial shutdown
of the federal government, but the
bill that reopened the government
last week after 16 days included no
substantive changes to the program.
“The taxpayers have already shelled
out hundreds of millions of dollars to
build the original website,” Sen. John
Cornyn, R-Texas, said after Obama
spoke. “How much more money is
President Obama going to demand?”
The president’s Rose Garden
appearance seemed at times like
a campaign rally. More than 100
supporters were seated in the
audience, applauding regularly as
he spent the bulk of his 25-minute
speech touting some of the benefits
of the law: free preventative care,
cheaper medicine for seniors, and
insurance for those who have preexisting medical conditions.
“Let me remind everybody that
the Affordable Care Act is not just a
website,” he said. “It’s much more.”
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Fair celebrates university’s green efforts
JORDAN VANDEVEER
Daily Egyptian
The
nation-wide
event,
Sustainability
Day,
will
be
recognized at SIU Wednesday
to show off how the university
has taken part in becoming
environmentally green.
In recognition of this day, SIU
will host a sustainability fair from
11 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the south end
of the Student Center.
Janet Donoghue, assistant to
the sustainability coordinator said
this is the first year SIU will have
Sustainable Saluki Green Tours
as a part of the fair. Each tour
is approximately an hour long
across campus showing SIU’s
green efforts.
“Really, it’s a great opportunity to
get out around campus and see some
of the great projects that have been
funded and some of the good things
that are being done for sustainability
at SIU,” Donoghue said.
One way SIU shows off green

AMTRAK
CONTINUED FROM

1

Magliari named Carbondale,
Champaign, Bloomington-Normal,
Macomb and Charleston as some
of the college towns Illinois Amtrak
regularly provides service for.
“Anywhere there’s a college
community, you will find college
students, faculty, and staff using our
service,” Magliari said.
Magliari said the Chicago to
Carbondale route set a record high
in the past year.
“I think anyone who has driven
I-57 versus taking the Amtrak train
knows they’re better off on the train
than they are on I-57,” Magliari said.
Magliari said cost efficiency as
well as productivity are pros of
taking Amtrak.
“They can be more productive, it’s
more relaxing, and you know exactly
how much it’s going to cost you,”
Magliari said. “You can study, text
or doze off while on the Amtrack,
and you can’t do that while driving.”

‘‘R

eally, it’s a great opportunity to get out around campus and see some
of the great projects that have been funded and some of the good
things that are being done for sustainability at SIU

efforts is by having students in the
dorms participate in recycling. On
every floor of the dorms, there are
three metal cans for recycling. Not
only does this cut down on trash
in the dorms, it also helps students
create a habit of recycling so they
will be more likely to do so when
living on their own.
“One of the most recent projects
funded is the conversion of the
dental hygiene program to all
digital record keeping and x-ray
systems,” Kris Schachel, the SIU
sustainability coordinator, said.
“We’re very pleased that we could
support that.”
The student green fee made the
conversion to digital possible, and
it helps the program save on papers

Magliari said fluctuating gas prices
make driving an inconsistent mode
of transportation, while Amtrak
services may remain constant if a
traveler plans ahead and locks in
their price.
“You never know what gasoline
is going to be the next week or next
month,” Magliari said. “Whether
you’re traveling for breaks or holiday
or to visit family and friends, you
can lock in your price with Amtrak,
but you can’t when you’re driving.”
Magliari said Amtrak plans to
expand in the future. He said the
states of Illinois, Missouri and
Michigan are providing funds for
new rail cars. Within the next three
years, Magliari said Amtrak will
be able to add capacity to current
trains.
Several years down the line,
Magliari said rail cars will not be the
only thing that Amtrak will increase.
“Over time, a conversation will
be started to add new trains,”
Magliara said. “It’s a growing
service that we enjoy providing

— Janet Donoghue
assistant to the university’s sustainability coordinator

and filing.
Leslie Duram, professor and
Environmental Studies Program
Director
said
undergraduate
students decided years ago it is
important to have a green fee.
She said the students got signatures
and put the fee to a vote, which
created the $10 per semester, per
student fee listed as a green fee, which
started in 2009. Each fall and spring,
that fee creates the funding for SIU to
give the awards for these projects.
She said the digital hygiene
records were just one of the multiple
awards that have been issued for
sustainability, and they average
about 14 project proposals per term.
Donoghue also said being a
green school is something potential

students look for.
“It’s becoming really clear that
it’s more and more important to
students who are choosing colleges
that sustainability is seen – that they
know the university they’re going to
really embraces that,” Donoghue
said. “Because it’s directly connected
to our future.”
SIU was among other universities
that have been highlighted in the
Princeton Review for being a green
school. This year is the second year
SIU has appeared in the Princeton
Review green colleges guide. The
guide refers to SIU as “professional
when it comes to going green.”
The review goes on to list different
initiatives on campus, such as the
vermicomposting facility, which

is heated by a clean-burning oil
furnace, uses campus vehicle motor
oil and is insulated with a soy-based
foam product.
Schachel said sustainability has
become important to SIU students
because they realize everyone shares
the same world, and so we must
take care of it.
This December will be the
9th round of green fee awards
for projects from the student
fee. Based on the quantity and
quality of proposals submitted,
the sustainability committee will
decided where the awards go.
The application is available online
at sustainability.siu.edu and copies
are available in the sustainability
office in the Student Center.
Schachel said anyone can apply
for these awards. The deadline to
submit a proposal is Wednesday.
Jordan Vandeveer can be reached at
jvandeveer@dailyegyptian.com
or 536-3311 ext. 252.

‘‘Y

ou never know what gasoline is going to be the next week or next
month. Whether you’re traveling for breaks or holiday or to visit family
and friends, you can lock in your price with Amtrak, but you can’t when
you’re driving.
— Marc Magliari
Amtrak media spokesperson

through the state of Illinois.”
Students said they think Amtrak
is an efficient service, but agreed that
transportation in general, including
Amtrak, is expensive.
Jacob Cleek, a senior studying
history from Harrisburg, said using
the train would not be a good option
for him since Harrisburg is in closer
proximity to Carbondale, but he
has had relatives living in northern
Illinois who have used the service.
Portia Taylor, a senior studying
English from Chicago, said she
took Amtrak her freshman through
junior years, but now does not since
she has a car.
“At the time, it was my only

possible way to get home,” Taylor
said. “No one really has a car when
they’re an underclassman.”
Taylor said for her, Amtrak has
become more expensive.
“Amtrak is way expensive now,”
Taylor said. “I prefer to take my car
so then I can leave on my own time.”
Donitta Offord, a junior studying
animal production from Chicago,
said she agreed with Taylor that
Amtrak can be expensive, but said
she still does not mind using it.
The key, Offord said, is to plan
ahead, which is sometimes hard for
college students to do.
“You often have to buy your ticket
a month ahead of time which can be

hard since you have to plan around
finals and sort out your traveling
plans,” Offord said.
Another transportation option
used by student is Greyhound
buses, which serve students who
might want to go from Carbondale
to St. Louis, a route Amtrak does
not offer.
Alexandra
Pedrini,
media
spokeswoman for Greyhound, said
Greyhound services 25 million
passengers each year on average.
“Greyhound has a network of
over 3,800 destinations across the
country and North America,” she
said. “So if a student wants to go
from Chicago to Dallas, they can.”
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WORLD & NATION
Bacteria found in breast milk sold on Internet
LINDSEY TANNER
Associated Press
C H I C AG O — Human breast
milk is sold for babies on several online
sites for a few dollars an ounce, but a
new study says buyer beware: Testing
showed it can contain potentially
dangerous
bacteria
including
salmonella.
The warning comes from researchers
who bought and tested 101 breast
milk samples sold by women on
one popular site, which during the
weekend said it was making changes
to its policies. Three-fourths of the
samples contained high amounts of
bacteria that could potentially sicken
babies, the researchers found.
The results are “pretty scary,” said
Dr. Kenneth Boyer, pediatrics chief
at Rush University Medical Center
in Chicago, who was not involved
in the study. “Just imagine if the
donor happens to be a drug user.
You don’t know.”
The research published in medical
literature cites several cases of infants
getting sick from strangers’ milk.
Breast milk is also provided through
milk banks, whose clients include

hospitals. They also charge fees, but
screen donors and pasteurize donated
milk to kill any germs.
With Internet sites, “you have very
few ways to know for sure what you
are getting is really breast milk and
that it’s safe to feed your baby,” said
Sarah Keim, the lead author and a
researcher at Nationwide Children’s
Hospital in Columbus, Ohio.
“Because the consequences can be
serious, it is not a good idea to obtain
breast milk in this way.”
The advice echoes a 2010
recommendation from the federal
Food and Drug Administration.
“When human milk is obtained
directly from individuals or through
the Internet, the donor is unlikely to
have been adequately screened for
infectious disease or contamination
risk,” the FDA says. “In addition, it
is not likely that the human milk has
been collected, processed, tested or
stored in a way that reduces possible
safety risks to the baby.”
The researchers believe theirs is the
first study to test the safety of Internetsold milk, although several others have
documented bacteria in mothers’ own
milk or in milk bank donations. Some

‘‘W

hen human milk is obtained directly from individuals or through the Internet, the donor is
unlikely to have been adequately screened for infectious disease or contamination risk.

bacteria may not be harmful, but
salmonella is among germs that could
pose a threat to infants, Boyer said.
Sources for bacteria found
in the study are not known but
could include donors’ skin, breast
pumps used to extract milk, or
contamination from improper
shipping methods, Keim said.
The study was published online
Monday in the journal Pediatrics.
The researchers attempted to buy
milk from women on two websites
but only tested milk obtained from
women on one site, onlythebreast.
An unidentified administrator for
that site issued a statement saying the
Incline Village, Nev.-based company
is planning to stop informal milk
sharing and will seek to improve donor
screening and pursue “professional
milk processing.” The website appeared
to be down Monday morning.
There are many milk-sharing sites
online, including several that provide

— FDA

milk for free. Sellers or donors tend
to be new mothers who produce
more milk than their own babies can
consume. Users include mothers who
have difficulty breast-feeding and do
not want to use formula and people
with adopted infants.
Breanna Clemons of Dickinson,
N.D., is a donor who found a local
woman who needed breast milk
through one of the online sites where
milk is offered free.
“A lot of people are like, ‘Ewww,
it’s weird,’ but they haven’t been in a
situation where they didn’t want their
child to have formula, or couldn’t
produce enough milk,” Clemons said.
She said she shared her medical history
with the recipient.
Clemons is breast-feeding her
7-month-old and stores excess milk in
her freezer. Every few weeks, she meets
up with the recipient and gives her
about 20 6-ounce bags. Clemons said
the woman has a healthy 9-month-old

who “loves my milk.”
Keim said it is unclear if milk
from sites offering free donated milk
would have the same risks because
donors might be different from those
seeking money for their milk. And in
a comparison, the researchers found
more bacteria in breast milk purchased
online than in 20 unpasteurized
samples donated to a milk bank.
Bekki Hill is a co-founder of Modern
Milksharing, an online support group
that offers advice on milk donation.
She said there is a difference between
milk sellers and donors; milk donors
“don’t stand to gain anything from
donating so they have no reason to lie
about their health.”
Hill, of Red Hook, N.Y., used a
donor’s milk for her first two children
and plans to do so for her third, due
in February, because she does not
produce enough of her own.
“Breast milk is obviously the
preferred food” for babies, she said.

Argentines link health problems to agrochemicals
MICHAEL WARREN
NATACHA PISARENKO
Associated Press
B A SAV I L B A S O , Argentina —
Argentine farmworker Fabian Tomasi
was never trained to handle pesticides.
His job was to keep the crop-dusters
flying by filling their tanks as quickly
as possible, although it often meant
getting drenched in poison.
Now, at 47, he’s a living skeleton, so
weak he can hardly swallow or go to
the bathroom on his own.
Schoolteacher Andrea Druetta
lives in Santa Fe Province, the heart
of Argentina’s soy country, where
agrochemical spraying is banned
within 500 meters (550 yards) of
populated areas. But soy is planted
just 30 meters (33 yards) from her
back door. Her boys were showered in
chemicals recently while swimming in
the backyard pool.
After Sofia Gatica lost her newborn
to kidney failure, she filed a complaint
that led to Argentina’s first criminal
convictions for illegal spraying. But last
year’s verdict came too late for many
of her 5,300 neighbors in Ituzaingo
Annex. A government study there
found alarming levels of agrochemical
contamination in the soil and drinking
water, and 80 percent of the children
surveyed carried traces of pesticide in
their blood.
American biotechnology has turned
Argentina into the world’s third-largest
soybean producer, but the chemicals
powering the boom are not confined
to soy and cotton and corn fields.
The Associated Press documented
dozens of cases around the country
where poisons are applied in ways
unanticipated by regulatory science
or specifically banned by existing

‘‘T

he change in how agriculture is produced has brought, frankly, a change in the profile of
diseases. We’ve gone from a pretty healthy population to one with a high rate of cancer,
birth defects, and illnesses seldom seen before.

— Dr. Medardo Avila Vazquez
pediatrician and neonatologist, co-founded Doctors of Fumigated Towns

law. The spray drifts into schools and
homes and settles over water sources;
farmworkers mix poisons with no
protective gear; villagers store water in
pesticide containers that should have
been destroyed.
Now doctors are warning that
uncontrolled pesticide applications
could be the cause of growing health
problems among the 12 million
people who live in the South American
nation’s vast farm belt.
In Santa Fe, cancer rates are two
times to four times higher than the
national average. In Chaco, birth
defects quadrupled in the decade after
biotechnology dramatically expanded
farming in Argentina.
“The change in how agriculture
is produced has brought, frankly, a
change in the profile of diseases,”
says Dr. Medardo Avila Vazquez,
a pediatrician and neonatologist
who co-founded Doctors of
Fumigated Towns, part of a
growing movement demanding
enforcement of agricultural safety
rules. “We’ve gone from a pretty
healthy population to one with a
high rate of cancer, birth defects,
and illnesses seldom seen before.”
A nation once known for its grassfed beef has undergone a remarkable
transformation since 1996, when
the St. Louis-based Monsanto Co.
promised that adopting its patented
seeds and chemicals would increase
crop yields and lower pesticide use.

Today, Argentina’s entire soy crop
and nearly all its corn and cotton
are genetically modified, with soy
cultivation alone tripling to 47 million
acres (19 million hectares).
Agrochemical use did decline at
first, then it bounced back, increasing
ninefold from 9 million gallons (34
million liters) in 1990 to more than
84 million gallons (317 million liters)
today as farmers squeezed in more
harvests and pests became resistant
to the poisons. Overall, Argentine
farmers apply an estimated 4.3
pounds of agrochemical concentrate
per acre, more than twice what U.S.
farmers use, according to an AP
analysis of government and pesticide
industry data.
Glyphosate, the key ingredient in
Monsanto’s popular Roundup brand
of pesticides, is one of the world’s
most widely used weed killers. It has
been determined to be safe, if applied
properly, by many regulatory agencies,
including those of the United States
and European Union.
On May 1, the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency even raised the
allowable levels of glyphosate residues
in food, concluding that based on
studies presented by Monsanto, “there
is a reasonable certainty that no harm
will result to the general population or
to infants and children from aggregate
exposure.”
Argentina’s 23 provinces take
the lead in regulating farming, and

rules vary.
Spraying is banned within 3
kilometers (1.9 miles) of populated
areas in some provinces and as little
as 50 meters (55 yards) in others.
About one-third of the provinces set
no limits at all, and most lack detailed
enforcement policies.
A federal environmental law
requires applicators of toxic chemicals
to suspend or cancel activities that
threaten public health, “even when
the link has not been scientifically
proven,” and “no matter the costs or
consequences,” but it has never been
applied to farming, the auditor general
found last year.
In response to soaring complaints,
President Cristina Fernandez ordered
a commission in 2009 to study the
impact of agrochemical spraying
on human health. Its initial report
called for “systematic controls over
concentrations of herbicides and their
compounds ... such as exhaustive
laboratory and field studies involving
formulations containing glyphosate
as well as its interactions with other
agrochemicals as they are actually used
in our country.”
But the commission has not met
since 2010, the auditor general found.
Government officials insist the
problem is not a lack of research, but
misinformation that plays on people’s
emotions.
“I’ve seen countless documents,
surveys, videos, articles in the news

and in universities, and really our
citizens who read all this end up dizzy
and confused,” Agriculture Secretary
Lorenzo Basso said. “I think we have
to publicize the commitment that
Argentina has to being a food producer.
Our model as an exporting nation has
been called into question. We need to
defend our model.”
In a written statement, Monsanto
spokesman Thomas Helscher said
the company “does not condone the
misuse of pesticides or the violation of
any pesticide law, regulation, or court
ruling.”
“Monsanto takes the stewardship
of products seriously and we
communicate regularly with our
customers regarding proper use of our
products,” Helscher said.
Argentina was among the earliest
adopters of the new biotech farming
model promoted by Monsanto and
other U.S. agribusinesses.
Instead of turning the topsoil,
spraying pesticides and then waiting
until the poison dissipates before
planting, farmers sow the seeds and
spray afterward without harming crops
genetically modified to tolerate specific
chemicals.
This “no-till” method takes so much
less time and money that farmers can
reap more harvests and expand into
land not worth the trouble before.
But pests develop resistance, even
more so when the same chemicals are
applied to genetically identical crops
on a vast scale.
So while glyphosate is one of the
world’s safest herbicides, farmers now
use it in higher concentrates and mix
in much more toxic poisons, such as
2,4,D, which the U.S. military used
in “Agent Orange” to defoliate jungles
during the Vietnam War.
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THEIR WORD

DAVID E. HOFFMAN
WASHINGTON POST
Last spring, Arjun Srinivasan, an associate
director of the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention, delivered a presentation to state
health officials with some alarming information.
Before the year 2000, he said, it was rare to
find cases of bacteria resistant to carbapenems,
a class of powerful, last-resort antibiotics. But
by February 2013 they had been seen in almost
every state.
Srinivasan also briefed Thomas Frieden,
director of the CDC. On March 5, Frieden issued
a public warning about “nightmare” bacteria, a
family of germs known as CREs.
They can kill up to half the patients who
get bloodstream infections from them, resist
most or all antibiotics and spread resistance to
other strains.
Last month, Frieden released a report
estimating that at least 2 million Americans get
infections each year that are resistant to antibiotics
and that at least 23,000 people die as a result.
Margaret Chan, director general of the World
Health Organization, warned last year: “A postantibiotic era means, in effect, an end to modern
medicine as we know it. Things as common as

strep throat or a child’s scratched knee could once
again kill.”
The words of Frieden and Chan ought to make
our hair stand on end. But my reporting for the
documentary “Hunting the Nightmare Bacteria,”
which is to air Tuesday on PBS’s “Frontline,”
suggests that past warnings about antimicrobial
resistance were largely discarded.
This is not a threat that causes people to jump
out of their chairs. It always seems to be someone
else’s problem, some other time.
We ought to snap out of our long complacency.
Alexander Fleming warned of resistance to
penicillin in his 1945 Nobel Prize lecture. But
after World War II, the “wonder drugs” seemed
inexhaustible and their powers immensely potent,
opening doors to new horizons in medicine.
Infection no longer meant certain death. What
could go wrong?
The answer came in dozens of reports, books
and scientific reports warning that bacteria were
developing resistance to antibiotics, in part
because of careless overuse.
In 1982, Marc Lappé published the book
“Germs That Won’t Die.” A conference held in
1984 at the National Institutes of Health resulted
in a study published three years later that noted
“the consequence of microbial resistance is

without boundaries and the spread of resistance
genes has been tracked among countries
throughout the world.”
Stuart B. Levy of Tufts University, a pioneer in
researching resistance who had overseen the NIH
study, published a book in 1992, “The Antibiotic
Paradox: How the Misuse of Antibioitcs Destroys
Their Curative Powers.” The Congressional
Office of Technology Assessment weighed in with
a massive report in 1995. Since then, there has
been a stream of popular books and articles.
If Frieden is right, a public health crisis
demands more than a business-as-usual approach
in Washington.
I found smart people at the CDC, NIH, the
Food and Drug Administration and elsewhere all
working on the resistance crisis, but it is almost
impossible to find anyone at — or near —
Cabinet-level who is leading the charge. I am told
the main coordinating effort is an interagency
task force created in 1999. It meets once a year.
Our indifference can’t be chalked up to lack of
evidence. Resistance is real.
But politically, there is no active constituency
— no patient groups marching in the streets.
We take antibiotics for a short period and then
forget about them. And hospitals, which can be
cauldrons for resistant bacteria, often remain

silent about infections and outbreaks out of
concern for adverse publicity and patient privacy.
Yet another dimension of the crisis is that the
economics of drug development have led major
pharmaceutical firms to abandon research into
new antibiotics while they pursue more lucrative
therapies for chronic disease.
The antibiotic pipeline is slowly drying up.
President Obama ought to shake us out of
this lethargy and appoint someone to tackle
antimicrobial resistance across all fronts.
The goals are clear: far more detailed, national
data reporting; improved stewardship of existing
antibiotics; and a major antibiotic drug discovery
and development effort.
We shouldn’t expect government to do it all.
This crisis will require truly broad collaboration,
including scientists, clinicians, hospitals,
regulators and the pharmaceutical industry.
But government can light a spark and galvanize
people toward a result that each could not achieve
acting alone in the face of a real threat.
Antimicrobial resistance is driven by evolution,
a relentless process. But we shouldn’t throw up
our hands. We do not have to return to the preantibiotic age. To sustain the wonder in wonder
drugs, to find a way forward, a little leadership
would go a long way.
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Magic in Makanda

JOHN SCOTT | DAILY EGYPTIAN

Mike Czerwonka, of Hoyleton, explains his magic marker drawings to a customer Saturday
during Vulture Fest in Makanda. Vulture Fest, an annual event that celebrates the migration of
black and turkey vultures into the area, features music and displays from local artists selling
their work. Czerwonka, who attends the event every year, said he started drawing after
recovering from a kidney transplant. “It is my stress reliever,” he said.

Sharing Chicago favorites

ALEXA ROGALS | DAILY EGYPTIAN

Christine Miklosik, of Chicago, sets up her Dogz on Wheels stand Monday in the Murdale Shopping
Center parking lot. Miklosik said she started her business because it was hard to find an authentic
Chicago style dog in Southern Illinois. “I sell up to 80 hot dogs a day,” Miklosik said. Miklosik said her
stand will remain open daily until Nov. 6.
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Reading on the rocks

ALLISON LAMPE | DAILY EGYPTIAN

Brett Dunker, a junior from Red Bud studying exercise science, takes a break Monday in front of Morris Library. Dunker, a transfer student from Southwestern Illinois College,
says he’s enjoying SIU so far. “It’s a beautiful campus,” he said.
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SOURCE | MCCLATCHY TRIBUNE

World Series Schedule
St. Louis vs. Boston

(Best-of-7)

Wednesday, Oct. 23: St. Louis (Wainwright 19-9) at
Boston (Lester 15-8), 8:07 p.m.

Sunday, Oct. 27: Boston (Peavy 12-5) at
St. Louis (Lynn 15-10), 8:15 p.m.

Thursday, Oct. 24: St. Louis (Wacha 4-1) at
Boston (Lackey 10-13), 8:07 p.m.

Monday, Oct. 28: Boston at St. Louis, 8:07 p.m.

Saturday, Oct. 26: Boston (Buchholz 12-1) at
St. Louis (Kelly 10-5), 8:07 p.m.

Wednesday, Oct. 30: St. Louis at Boston, 8:07 p.m.
Thursday, Oct. 31: St. Louis at Boston, 8:07 p.m.
SOURCE | ASSOCIATED PRESS
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Level: 1
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THE Daily Commuter Puzzle

Complete the grid so each
row, column and 3-by3 box (in bold borders)
contain every digit, 1 to
9. For strategies on how
to SOLUTION
solve Sudoku,
visit
TO MONDAY’S PUZZLE
w w w. s u d o ku . o rg. u k .

THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME

by David L. Hoyt and Jeff Knurek

10/22/13

4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
14
21
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
35
38

Price tags
Grown-up
Skin, as apples
Oval edibles
Diminished
Clam
Aware of the
shenanigans of
“Madam, I’m
__”; well-known
palindrome
Ripped
Coastal area
Go for the gold
Marry
Innocent ones
Overhead
Police car’s
warning device
__ about;
discuss lightly
Lyrical works
Raring to go
Fling
__ on; tramples
Send a “Dear
John” letter to
One who idly
lags behind

Monday’s
Puzzle Solved
Saturday’s Puzzle Solved

Monday’s Puzzle Solved

Unscramble these four Jumbles,
one letter to each square,
to form four ordinary words.

Unscramble
these
four Jumbles,
Unscramble
thesefour
fourJumbles,
Jumbles,
Unscramble
these
one letter
to each
square,
one
letter
to
each
square,
one letter
to each
to form
four square,
ordinary
words.
form
fourordinary
ordinary
words.
totoform
four
words.

SUMYT

SUMYT
SUMYT
SUMYT

©2013 Tribune Content Agency, LLC
All Rights Reserved.

Tribune
Content
Agency,
©2013©2013
Tribune
Content
Agency,
LLC LLC
All Rights
Reserved.
KEPOR
©2013
Tribune
Content
Agency, LLC
All Rights
Reserved.
All Rights Reserved.

KEPOR
KEPOR
KEPOR

(c) 2012 Tribune Media Services, Inc.
All Rights Reserved.

39 Speech
41 Respiratory
ailment
42 Clippety-__
44 Turn inside out
45 Gives a helpful
lift to
47 Two-__; was
disloyal to

48
49
50
52
53
54
55
59

10/21/13

Glasgow fellow
Possess
Currier and __
Like take-out
food
Israeli dance
Afresh
Close by
Pig’s home

TELTAT

TELTAT
TELTAT
TELTAT

CAUROG
CAUROG
CAUROG
CAUROG

Print
Print
your
Print
youryour
Print
your
answer
here:
Answer:
answer
here:
answer
here:

by David L. Hoyt and Jeff Knurek
by David L. Hoyt and JeffTribune
Knurek
Content Agency. All rights reser

Now Now
arrange
the the
circled
letters
arrange
circled
Now
arrange
thecircled
circled
lettersletters
to
form
the
surprise
answer,
as
Now
arrange
the
letters
to form
the surprise
answer,
toform
form
thesurprise
surprise
answer,
as as
suggested
by
the
above
cartoon.
to
the
answer,
as
suggested
by
the
above
cartoon.
suggestedby
bythe
theabove
abovecartoon.
cartoon.
suggested

answer here:

Pick up the Daily Egyptian each day
to test your crossword skills
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THAT
SCRAMBLED
GAME
by David L.WORD
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Jeff
Knurek
© 2013
The
Mepham Group. Distribute
Jumble puzzle magazines available at pennydellpuzzles.com/jumblemags

DOWN
1 A __; slightly
2 Fleur-de-lis
3 Carve in glass

3 4

Monday’s Answers:

by Jacqueline E. Mathews

Jumble
puzzlepuzzle
magazines
availableavailable
at pennydellpuzzles.com/jumblemags
Jumble
magazines
at pennydellpuzzles.com/jumblemags
Jumble puzzle magazines available at pennydellpuzzles.com/jumblemags

ACROSS
1 “__ a yellow
ribbon round...”
4 Place for a
boutonniere
9 Ditch around a
castle
13 __ and crafts
15 Saying
16 Take apart
17 Yahtzee cubes
18 German towns
19 Night twinkler
20 Brazen
22 Partial amount
23 Gritty residue
24 Female sheep
26 Sinks
29 Like a fish dish,
hopefully
34 Put up with
35 No longer
enthusiastic
36 Inclined
37 Drill a hole
38 Like a quality
coat
39 Bad guy
40 Eden resident
41 Throws in one’s
cards
42 Slimeball
43 Mental decline
of old age
45 Disturbingly
loud noises
46 Filbert or pecan
47 Honk the horn
48 Prison knife
51 Addis Ababa
resident
56 Prehistoric
home
57 Kitchen & den
58 Singles
60 “Get __ it!”;
advice to the
self-pitying
61 Plumed heron
62 Shipshape
63 SAT, for one
64 Highways
65 Twisted

2

(Answers
tomorrow)
(Answers
tomorrow)
(Answers
tomorrow)
(Answers
tomorrow)
Jumbles:
EXPEL
GIDDY
PASTRY
BOTHER
EXPEL GIDDY
GIDDY PASTRY
PASTRY
BOTHER
Jumbles:EXPEL
Jumbles:
GIDDY
PASTRY BOTHER
BOTHER
Yesterday’s
Monday’s
Jumbles:
EXPEL
Yesterday’s
Yesterday’s
King
Kong
went
toNew
the New
York fruit
City fruit
Answer:
Yesterday’s
King
Kong
went
to
the
York
City
Answer:
wenttotothe
theNew
New
York City
Answers: Answer:
King Kong
Kong
went
fruitfruit
Answer: King
stand
in search
of BIG
a —York
BIGCity
APPLE
standin
search
ofaaa—
—
APPLE
stand
search
—BIG
BIG
APPLE
stand
ininsearch
ofof
APPLE

Aries — Today is a 5 —
Partnerships and alliances are
crucial. Handle home upgrades
together with exceptional patience.
Make sure everybody knows what
they’re doing. Don’t shop, yet.

Cancer — Today is a 7 —Consider
your personal philosophy or that
of someone admired. Take on
qualities and characteristics that
they model. Schedule extra time
for the unexpected.

Libra — Today is a 6 — Allow
plenty of travel time, and keep
mechanical equipment in repair.
You feel strongly about ethics
and philosophy. Take leadership
with a group cause.

Capricorn — Today is a 7 —
Discipline and service allow greater
freedoms. There’s satisfaction in
impacting a cause. Pad the schedule
around deliveries, transportation
and electronic equipment.

Taurus — Today is a 7 — Clean
up your workspace. Start now and
discover something hidden that
you’d lost. Review your data, and get
everything organized. Attention to
detail is key and could be profitable.

Leo — Today is a 5 — Go ahead
and get cerebral. Embrace your
inner brainiac. Plot and scheme
and get it all down on paper. Group
involvement provides satisfaction
and mutual benefit.

Scorpio — Today is a 7 —Don’t
get frustrated by miscommunications.
Just allow extra time and deliver
important messages twice. Enjoy
frequent conversations with key
partners for mutual benefit.

Aquarius — Today is a 6 —
Stay flexible and easy-going. Fun with
interesting people tempts you to play
hooky. Handle the basics, and ask your
crew for support. Maybe you can work
something out for mutual benefit.

Gemini — Today is a 7 —
Communication comes naturally.
There could be breakdowns in the
transmission or with transportation.
Make sure your message gets received
as intended. Track all packages.

Virgo — Today is a 7 —Uncage
your creativity for a rise in status. Use
it to benefit a social cause dear to
you. Allow extra travel and delivery
time. Double-check reservations
over the next three weeks.

Sagittarius — Today is a 6 —
Communication is the key
for successful travel together.
Stay patient, and wait to clarify
misunderstandings. Make no
assumptions or snap judgments.

Pisces — Today is a 7 —
Express your creativity at home.
Balance your color scheme, furniture
layout and style. Handle household
repairs. Plan extra time for deliveries,
for unexpected visitors or delays.
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REMY ABROUGHT | DAILY EGYPTIAN

Junior tennis player Jorge Cavero prepares a serve
Oct. 12 during the SIU Fall Classic at University Courts,
where he went undefeated. The men competed in the
Intercollegiate Tennis Association Central Regional
Championship in Tulsa, Okla. during the weekend.
Cavero advanced to the final qualifying round before
falling to Nathan Roper of Oklahoma State University.

SYMONE WOOLRIDGE

During the weekend the Salukis
traveled out of state with only four
athletes aboard.
The Salukis competed in the
Intercollegiate Tennis Association
regional championship games in
Norman, Okla. comprised of National
Collegiate
Athletic
Association
student-athletes from Division I, II,
junior and community colleges.
On the second day of the four-day
tournament, the rain pelted down
the streets of Oklahoma, making it
impossible to play outside.
Friday morning the Salukis were
anticipating outside doubles play,
until the unexpected rain. They were
forced to compete inside, making this
the second time inside this season.
Freshman Meagan Monaghan,
junior Natasha Tomishima, and
seniors Anita Lee and Korey Love
were the only Salukis to leave
Carbondale. With only half of the
SIU athletes competing, the women
took home four wins overall.
Lee went 2-2 in singles matches,
while Tomishima went 1-1 in doubles
with her teammate, Love. Lately,
Tomishima has been battling against
her body.
Due to the contagious disease
chickenpox, Tomishima’s doctor said
it would take two months to sustain
her normal energy level.
She has been practicing and playing

Youth was thought to be the weakness
of the men’s tennis team early this
season, instead it has turned out to be
a strength.
Three Saluki players came away
with singles wins and three doubles
teams claimed victories during the
Intercollegiate Tennis
Association
Central Regional Championship in
Tulsa, Okla. Thursday through Sunday,
which featured 15 of the best teams in
the region.
Coach Dann Nelson said his team
played well and he was surprised his
team had a freshman and sophomore in
the main draw of singles play.
“The wins we had, we played really
good competition,” Nelson said. “We
continue to play good doubles.”
The future of Saluki tennis is exciting
with the play of freshman Michal
Kianicka and sophomore Jonny Rigby
this season. Kianicka and Rigby each
won one singles matches during the
tournament.
Kianicka had an impressive 6-1,
6-2, win over Chris Haworth from
Oklahoma State University, but fell
to conference foe Alen Salibasic from
Drake University. Salibasic is ranked
No. 7 in the country.
Rigby had some reminders of home in
his loss to Mike Nott of Arkansas. Nott’s
brother, Chris Nott, was influential in
Rigby coming to the United States to
play tennis.
Rigby said it was cool playing with
Mike Nott, because when Rigby was
younger, he would pay Nott to play with
him.
“It was a good match for me, I
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‘‘W

e just need to get more consistent, we have to play
at a high level for longer.

— Dann Nelson
men’s tenis coach

probably played my best tennis,” Rigby
said. “That was really fun to play in such
a good match.”
Not only are Kianicka and Rigby
winning singles matches, they are also
a reputable doubles team. The duo
grabbed two wins before losing to
Austin Siegel and Dane Webb from the
University of Oklahoma.
Kianicka said he and Rigby have two
more years to grow as teammates and
hopefully can claim a championship
title.
“I’m really surprised that we are doing
so well,” Kianicka said. “We are playing
seniors most of the time.”
Nelson said during the summer, it is
necessary to discuss the doubles teams
for the upcoming season and figure out
who will play well with each other.
“So far it’s worked out with those
guys,” Nelson said. “They’ve gotten
better with every tournament they’ve
played.”
The experienced team of junior Jorge
Cavero and junior Szymon Opieczonek
were forced to settle their match against
Arkansas with a tiebreak. They won the
tiebreak 8-0 and the match 8-7.
Cavero continued his singles success
from the Saluki Fall Classic on Oct.
12. He won two matches Thursday
beating Arthur Romanet from Bradley
University 6-4, 7-6, in his first match.
He won the tiebreak 6-0 in his opening
match. Cavero went on to defeat

Santiago Munoz from the University
of Arkansas in straight sets 6-4, 7-5.
Cavero’s singles tournament ended
Saturday with a loss to Nathan Roper of
Oklahoma State University 6-4, 6-3.
“I feel like my confidence has grown
with each match,” Cavero said. “First
round of qualifying, I won 10-6 in the
super tie break, I think that’s what made
the difference. If I would have lost that
match my confidence would have gone
down completely again.”
Cavero struggled early in the season,
dropping all three of his singles matches
in the opening tournament at Middle
Tennessee State University, but Nelson
said he has been playing very well as of
late.
“I think he’s starting to turn things
around to where he’s more confident
and just playing better,” Nelson said.
The final test of the fall season
comes Nov.8-10 in Des Moines, Iowa
where the Salukis will play in the
Missouri Valley Conference Individual
Tournament.
Nelson said the team needs to be
able to work hard to stay in matches
throughout the tournaments.
“We just need to get more consistent,
we have to play at a high level for
longer,” Nelson said.
Tyler Dixon can be reached at
tdixon@dailyegyptian.com
or 536-3311 ext. 269.

‘‘W

e just couldn’t get the returns back in some of
our doubles matches...The other teams were
returning hard and it was just getting us into a lot
of trouble.

— Audra Anderson
women’s tennis coach

with the Salukis, but the effects of
the chickenpox are easy to recognize
in her tennis game. In long singles
competitions, Tomishima has been
short of breath and unable to play the
same as she would healthy.
Tomishima said her recovery
process has been fairly slow. Since she
will not be competing in matches for
a few months, her goal is to relax her
body until next year.
“Sometimes schoolwork and being
an athlete takes a huge toll on your
body,” Tomishima said. “I just want
to have time to relax and give my
body time to be healthy again.”
Monaghan, who happened to be
the only freshman in attendance,
accompanied Tomishima. As a
first-year college athlete, she has
been pushing herself to become a
better competitor and team player.
Monaghan went 1-2 overall in singles
competition, defeating Alex Clark
from the University of Missouri in
the qualifying round.
Monaghan said she is doing well, but
often criticizes herself.
“It’s all a learning experience right

now,” she said. “I’m still fairly new
and I’m still getting used to how SIU
women’s tennis is played.”
Coach Audra Anderson said the
women played solid matches, but
could not gain momentum in the
pace of the game.
“We just couldn’t get the returns
back in some of our doubles matches,”
Anderson said. “The other teams were
returning hard and it was just getting
us into a lot of trouble.”
This weekend the Salukis will
wrap up their season until February.
The remaining tennis athletes who
did not travel to Oklahoma will
head to Jonesboro, Ark. to compete
in the three-day Arkansas State
Tournament.
“It’s going to be tougher because
we are taking our bottom players,
but we want them to get out there,”
Anderson said. “We want them to get
hard matches; it will push them to
their limit.”
Symone Woolridge can be reached at
swoolridge@dailyegyptian.com
or 536-3311 ext. 269.

LEWIS MARIEN | DAILY EGYPTIAN

Junior tennis player Natasha Tomishima practices
Monday at University Courts. Tomishima participated
in the Intercollegiate Tennis Association Central Region
Championships in Norman, Okla. winning a doubles match
with senior tennis player Korey Love. The team will travel
to Jonesboro, Ark., for the Arkansas State Invitational this
weekend.
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Senior quarterback out
4-6 weeks with injury
TERRANCE PEACOCK
Daily Egyptian

SARAH GARDNER | DAILY EGYPTIAN

Director of Athletics Mario Moccia walks off the field with senior quarterback Kory
Faulkner Saturday after the Salukis’ loss to North Dakota State University at Saluki
Stadium. Faulkner left the game during the third quarter with an injury to his throwing
hand, and did not return. Coach Dale Lennon discussed the injury Monday during the
Lennon Live talk show, and said Faulkner has a double fracture in his index finger. After
visiting a hand specialist Monday, Faulkner was told he would be out of games and
practice for four to six weeks. Surgery is scheduled for Wednesday, and both Lennon and
Faulkner hope for the best. “It’s going to be different having to watch,” Faulkner said. “I’m
still going to be a big part of the team.”

The SIU football team will be without an
important piece of the puzzle for the latter
part of this season as senior quarterback Kory
Faulkner is out four to six weeks with a right
hand injury.
The three-year starter suffered a fracture to
his right index finger in Saturday’s 31-10 loss to
North Dakota State University.
Faulkner has started the last 26 games for the
Salukis and leads the Missouri Valley Football
Conference in total offense and is 15th in
the nation in passing yards with 1,866 yards
through eight games.
Faulkner was having a career year for the
Salukis with 18 touchdown passes and four
interceptions and has thrown more touchdown
passes this season than the 16 touchdown passes
he had entering the year.
He said the injury is unfortunate, but his
setback doesn’t deter the Salukis from playoff
aspirations.
“It’s the game of football and you can’t really
do anything about it now,” Faulkner said. “We
have four games left and they are all winnable
games so hopefully if we can get into the
playoffs then maybe I will have a chance to play
again.”
The injury occurred early in the third quarter
on a pass attempt after the Salukis forced a
North Dakota State fumble to put the offense
in position to score.
“I was throwing it and once I followed
through my hand got stuck in a (defender’s)
facemask and it broke my right index finger and
knuckle,” Faulkner said.
Coach Dale Lennon said in his weekly
Lennon Live talk show that Faulkner was
playing the best football of his career in the first
half against the Bison.
“His confidence was high,” Lennon said.
“We came out that third quarter, forced a
turnover and had the ball. We’re driving, we
get a first down, things are looking positive and
then the injury occurred. But that’s the game
of football. You may have everything in place
for success but something can pop up, then you
have to deal with it.”
Faulkner said although he is important to the

team’s success, there are many other players who
will step up in his absence.
“There are 21 other guys on the football
team that all start and I’m just one person,”
Faulkner said. “I know I’m the quarterback
and leader of the offense but there are 21 other
guys that will step up. We still have a good
football team.”
Junior receiver LaSteven McKinney said the
news of Faulkner’s injury was hard on the team,
especially after the defeat against the No.1 team
in the country.
“(The news) definitely added insult to
injury,” McKinney said. “But we know that
Kory is going to be fine in the future.”
Freshman quarterback Ryan West is
expected to make his first start of the season,
while Faulkner rehabs his injury.
West saw previous action Sep. 14 against
the University of Charleston after Faulkner left
the game late in the second quarter because of
a left shoulder injury. The redshirt freshman
completed 5 of 10 passes with two touchdowns
and an interception.
McKinney said West will do a good job
in leading the offense even with his lack of
experience.
“We have a good backup quarterback in
Ryan West and Ryan is going to lock himself in
the film room and prepare for the next team,”
McKinney said. “When you have someone like
that backing up Kory, I think he’s going to work
hard and ultimately pull through for us and get
us some wins.”
West will use the bye week to prepare
for his first career start Nov. 2 at Western
Illinois.
Lennon said despite the unfortunate
circumstances, Faulkner will do whatever he
can to help prepare West for the rest of the
season.
“(Faulkner) understands the situation that
he’s in and right away his immediate thought
was ok I have to help Ryan get ready,” Lennon
said. “His concern is towards the team and
that’s one reason why he was voted team
captain.”
Terrance Peacock can be reached at
tpeacock@dailyegyptian.com
or 536-3311 ext. 256

Rugby club inching closer to clinching national bid
AARON GRAFF
Daily Egyptian
The men’s club rugby team is only a few
wins away from an appearance in the national
tournament, making them the first SIU rugby
team to ever do so.
Club president Carson Pearce, a junior from
Plainfield studying aviation technologies said
the team is in first place and if they win against
St. Louis University, they should get a bid for the
Sweet 16 of the national tournament.
“I believe this is the 42nd year of the club,”
Pearce said. “We are the oldest most winning club
on campus, and this is the first year we would go to
nationals if we were to do so.”
The team has a 4-1 record, and its only loss came
from The University of Central Missouri, a match
played when SIU was down in numbers. The
team had 17 to 18 players in the loss when they
usually have at least 25 players at every event.
For every win the team gets, it receives four
points. If a team scores four or more tries, similar
to touchdowns, per match the team gets an extra
point. The team with the most points in the union,

or region they are in, at the end of the season goes
to the Sweet 16.
This year is different than recent years however.
Last year the union had a regular season and a
four-game playoff to decide who would go to the
national tournament. SIU is also in a different
conference this year and some of the teams were
not accustomed to SIU’s traditions.
A former club president, Daniel Unes, a senior
from Peoria studying mechanical engineering, said
rugby is very traditional and social, but at the same
time is a sport. After every match the team invites
the opposing team over for food and celebration.
“Before this year, the conference used to be all
Illinois teams,” Unes said. “It was just assumed,
when we would go anywhere they would show us
the same hospitality and we are trying to bring that
custom to new teams.”
Unes said other sports are battles on the field
and anger off the field but rugby differs in the sense
that they would grab a burger after the game with
the other team. This year a team SIU has not seen
before refused the invitation to the social at first,
but then learned of SIU’s team customs.
“(Inviting the other team over) is something

that’s pretty unique to rugby,” Unes said. “Other
sports you hate the other guys and you battle on
the field and go home (upset) at each other. In
rugby you’re there and you fight the other team,
but as soon as it’s over you get together with the
other team.”
Since rugby is a full contact sport, sometimes
there are heated battles on the field, but Unes said
afterwards all the players cool off and get over it. At
the social, the two teams award a player from the
opposing team the “man of the match”.
Vincent Mitchell, a sophomore from Chicago
studying information systems and applied
technologies, compared club rugby to a fraternity,
because the team does so much together.
“Every Thursday the team gets together and
has a social event,” Mitchell said. “Rugby is a
traditional sport, we eat together and we sing. We
sing songs together as a team.”
Mitchell said most of the songs are traditional
and semi explicit, and they really capture the team
bonding.
Mitchell played rugby in high school and won
the state title his senior year in 2012. He said the
biggest difference from high school is the level of

play. Even though SIU does not have an actual
rugby team, club rugby offers fierce competition,
and he is near certain that because of the growing
popularity, within five years more colleges will have
rugby teams.
The team pays dues like most club sport teams.
It covers more than the equipment, traveling costs
and tournament costs however. The rugby dues
cover insurance provided by USA Rugby, which is
mandatory to have to play on any team across the
United States.
One can join the rugby team by going to the
SIU club rugby facebook page and contacting a
member of the team. Unes said some guys come
out to one practice, while others stay for hundreds.
“We are always looking for new recruits,” Unes
said. “We got a pretty good rookie class this year,
but next semester and even at the end of this
semester we are looking for more people.”
The team plays St. Louis University Nov. 2 and
hope to capture a spot in the national tournament.
Aaron Graff can be contacted at
Agraff@dailyegyptian.com
or 536-3311 ext. 282

